
Cambridge Lower Secondary
7th Grade Summer Assignments

Being a part of the Cambridge program at Caloosa Middle School is an important responsibility
that not all students get the chance to participate in. Part of that is to be responsible and
engaged in your learning. This includes some summer assignments that you should come to
school with completed on your first day of school. If you were part of Cambridge last year,
welcome back. 7th grade is an important year to set yourself up to get into the high school you
want. If you are new to Cambridge, welcome. We hope you enjoy your classes. To begin, please
read and think about the Cambridge Learner Attributes below. “Attributes” are characteristics of
a person, and good learners demonstrate these attributes most of the time. Cambridge Lower
Secondary students should strive to develop these qualities in themselves.

Cambridge Secondary Learner Attributes
Confident- Cambridge learners are confident in working with information and ideas – both their own and

those of others. They are ready to take intellectual risks in order to explore and evaluate ideas and
arguments in a structured, critical, and analytic manner. They communicate clearly and defend their views

and opinions while also respecting those of others.

Responsible- Cambridge learners are responsible for themselves. They take ownership of their learning
by setting short and long-term goals. Additionally, they are responsive to and respectful of others, as they

know their actions have effects on those around them.

Reflective- Cambridge learners are reflective and understand how they prefer to learn (e.g., listening to
others, working alone) and to demonstrate their knowledge (e.g., writing a summary, drawing a picture,

giving a speech). They develop skills and strategies to strengthen these preferences in order to be
life-long learners.

Innovative- Cambridge learners are innovative and equipped for new and future challenges. They use
their creativity and imagination to apply their knowledge and solve new and unfamiliar problems. They are

flexible in their thinking and can create multiple solutions for a problem or respect how someone may
solve a problem differently.

Engaged- Cambridge learners are engaged intellectually and socially. They are curious and ready to ask
questions of themselves, their peers and teachers in order to learn more about a subject or topic.

Please reflect upon the Cambridge learner attributes. Which characteristics are strengths for
you?

Please rank your strengths from one (1) to five (5). Label your top strength “1”, your next strength “2”,
your third strength “3”, and so on.

Confident     ____
Responsible ____
Reflective    ____
Innovative  ____
Engaged    ____



Assignment #1
Read and Take Effective notes on Characters of the book

Learner Attributes: Responsible, Engaged

You will read The Bridge Home over the summer. It should be read by the first day of school.

As you read the book The Bridge Home, jot some notes about the main characters. Think about
the external and internal characteristics that make each of them unique. How do their
personalities add to the depth of the story and what the author was trying to convey? What
struggles do they have to overcome individually, as well as together? What are their likes/
dislikes? How does this play into the plot of the story? What is the family dynamic like? How do
they interact with one another?

Complete the hashtag summaries and write down any impactful quotes you found about the
theme of the book, making sure to include the page numbers you found your information on so
that you can reference it later in class.



Assignment #2
Read and research/ Map setting of a book

Learner attributes: Confident, Engaged

In Global Perspectives class, you will learn about topics of importance around the world and
expand your worldview. You will learn how to work in groups, research, and create and present

projects.

To prepare for your class study on maps around the world, label and color the map to include
the main settings in the story that you read, The Bridge Home. Then, do research about the

area and write a summary about the location of Chennai, India.

Bring the completed maps and summaries to your Global Perspectives class the first
week of school.

Map It Out→ Setting Project
Reading a book isn’t just about a plot and characters it can open your mind to new elements
presented through the storyline. In the book, The Bridge Home, Viji and Rukku live across the
world from us. Take this opportunity to explore the setting and culture of where they both lived.
As you read, write down sites and locations discussed in the book. Using tools like Google
Maps or National Geographics explore what the areas look like. In addition, research and find a
creative way to show what information you learned through your research. Some additional
ideas for you to examine, but are not limited to:
❏ Climate and temperatures
❏ Compare different time zones / Calculate the time in both locations if it is 7 am here.
❏ Look up the terrain: Is it composed of mountains? Beach? Etc.
❏ What is the currency exchange rate between India and the United States?
❏ Religion / Culture / Holidays
❏ If you were planning to travel to Chennai, India: share the route, airlines, cost, and how long
it would take you to get there from where the sisters were from.



Assignment #3
Reflection Tasks- Choice Board

Learner Attribute: Innovation, Engaged, Responsible

Now that you have finished the novel, it is time to share, reflect, and get creative about som of
th eideas presented in the story. Pick ONE task from the Choice Board menu and complete it in
any way you desire. This can be a google document, google slides, presentation baord, poster,
or any other creative way to present your ideas. You will responsible for working independently
on this portion of the assignment and will then present your final project to the class. Make sure
you answer the questions on the task number that you choose THOUROUGHLY so that you can
recall your details and feel prepared.

Final Checklist and Signatures:
❏ I read the book The Bridge Home
❏ I completed the Summaries and found meaningful quotes about the theme of the book
❏ I have completed my map and research of India
❏ I have completed ONE task off the Choice Board and am ready to present my ideas
❏ I am ready to be a Cambridge learner!

__________________________________________ Student signature

___________________________________ Parent/ Guardian signature


